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Institution falls silent for Victims’ Day

On Tuesday, 1st of September, the This is the third year of the Institu- Covid-19 restrictions will have an within their locality.

Orange Institution will fall silent tion’s Orange Victims’ Day, which impact on the scale of events, how-  Wreath laying ceremonies will take
in respectful memory of the 338 aims to ensure the memories of ever County, District and Private place while many Orange halls are
Orangemen and one Orangewom- all those who died, many of whom Lodges are being encouraged to expected to fly flags at half-mast.
an who lost their lives during the were serving members of the secu-  hold events in their areas which

Troubles. rity forces, will not be forgotten. commemorate murdered members  See page three
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The 1st of September will see
members of the Orange Insti-
tution pause for reflection on
what is the third annual Orange
Victims’ Day.

2018 saw the inaugural Orange
Victims’ Day take place. It was
envisaged as an event to ensure
that the memory of the 338 Or-
angemen and one Orangewomen
killed during the Troubles would
never be forgotten.

The organisation suffered im-
measurably during the Troubles.
Indeed, approximately one in
every ten victims was a member
of the Orange Institution.

The memorial garden and
stained-glass window at Schomb-
erg House, together with dozens
of memorials in Orange Halls
and other locations, are a lasting
tributes to those who lost their
lives during the republican terror
campaign.

In many cases they were serving
members of the security forces,
however others were targeted
simply because of their Protes-
tant faith.

The Orange Institution has a

A few months ago, The Grand
Orange Lodge of Ireland com-
missioned a special pin badge to
acknowledge the role played by
members of the Orange Institu-
tion in the fight against Corona-
virus during 2020.

The badge was also designed to
commemorate the Institution’s
historic decision to cancel the
Twelfth of July parades for the
first time since the Second World
War.

The badge has proved very popu-
lar with members, however there
is still a limited number available
for sale.

These can be purchased from the

proud history of service and sac-
rifice - stretching back over many
years.

In addition to paying tribute to
those who lost their lives during
the Troubles, Orange Victims’ Day
continues to highlight the plight
of the injured and bereaved.

They too have suffered over the
years and are often forgotten,
despite the fact that they have to
deal with the physical and emo-
tional trauma from the past on a
daily basis.

The Covid-19 pandemic is having
a significant impact on planning
for every event.

Numbers attending must be
reduced and social distancing
guidelines adhered too.

However it is important that
where possible small memorial
events take place on or around
Tuesday, Ist of September.

To assist anyone planing on hold-
ing a remembrance service, the
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland
has made available a number of
resources relating to victims’ day.
These can be accessed through
the Grand Lodge website.

Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland
webshop or at Schomberg House.
£3+p&p.

All proceeds raised from the sale
of the pin badges will be donated
to charitable causes.
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Hate crime attacks
continue against
Orange culture

A number of incidents at
properties owned by the Or-
ange Institution early in the
month of August caused a
sense of disappointment
and frustration amongst
members according to the
Institution’s Chief Execu-
tive, Iain Carlisle.

The Union flag flown at
Listullycurran Orange Hall,
near Dromore, County
Down was lowered and
burnt.

In another incident, flags
were removed and burnt at
Glenanne Orange Hall in
South Armagh.

In Londonderry, a ban-

ner supporting NHS staff
and essential workers was
removed from a memorial
garden in Newbuildings
and was later burnt on

a Republican bonfire in
Galliagh.

Mr Carlisle stated: “In a
year where many people,
across the entire commu-
nity, have recognised the
hundreds of charitable
projects carried out by our
members and praised the
civic leadership shown by
the Orange family, it is
deeply disappointing that
there are still those in soci-
ety who seek to attack and
destroy our property and
cultural traditions.”

He added: “Sadly these

are not isolated incidents;
there have been several
attacks on Orange Halls
since the commencement
of Lockdown, the issue of
security at our properties
is one we will be reviewing
and raising with the PSNI1.”
In a statement shared on
Facebook, Worshipful Mas-
ter of Listullycurran Truth
Defenders John Brennan
said: “How ironic that on
the 75th anniversary of VJ
Day - when the free world
remembered the sacrifice to
defeat fascism and total-
itarianism and to uphold
freedom and democracy -
we discovered that the flag
of one of the nations which
saved the world from the
forces of tyranny had been
burned outside our hall.
“On Saturday evening one
of the brethren noticed that
the flag at Listullycurran
Orange hall which had been
raised at the beginning of
July had been lowered and
burnt.

“We are grateful to Lis-
burn PSNI who responded
promptly to our report and
sent two officers out to
investigate. Police have told
us they are treating this as
a hate crime and rightly so.

The Union flag
was cut off the
flag pole at
Listullycurran
Orange Hall in
Co Down. Below,
pictures from
the Glenanne
Facebook page
contrast the
contribution

of the Orange
Brethren to the
contribution of
those responsible
for burning flags.

This attack was not just on
the property of our lodge
but on our community.
There are reports of similar
incidents in the area with a
flag flying outside the home
of a brother Orangeman
also burned.

“I would appeal to members
of the local community to
rise above this provocation.
Nothing would please the
bigots responsible more
than to be able to point at
the Unionist community
and say they were no better.
“We know that the contri-
bution of Listullycurran
Truth Defenders is recog-
nised and appreciated by
the local community.”

He added: “There has been
an Orange presence in Lis-
tullycurran since 1795 and
if anyone is naive enough to
think this disgusting attack
on our community will do
anything to change that
they need to think again.”
Like Listullycurran, Glen-
anne Crown Prince LOL 133
has been very active in its
local community, not just
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, but for many years.
A statement appeared on
the lodge’s Facebook page
challenging those responsi-
ble to show what they offer
the community.

The statement reads: “Over
the past few days we have
had reports of the theft

of flags from around the

village. The remains of
some such flags have been
found burnt around our
own Orange Hall.

“We would like to go on
record to ask these people
what have they got to offer
the community of Glen-
anne?

“While they work to divide
communities and create
tension and strife where
there is none, we as a
lodge and a community
will continue our work in
Glenanne. We will not be
deterred.

“We delivered hampers to
the elderly and vulnerable
during the pandemic, what
have you done?

“We gave up our time to
collect and deliver vul-
nerable people’s groceries
during the pandemic, what
have you done?

We invested our time and
money to create a commu-
nity space in our commu-
nity Glen project, what
have you done?

“You have nothing to offer
Glenanne or any area for
that matter.

“Despite your actions of
intolerance and disrespect,
we will continue our work
within the community and
for the community.”

Since the signing of the
Good Friday Agreement,
there have been over 500
attacks on Orange Halls
and property.
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Loyal Order leaders come together
to remember victims of terrorism

The leaders of the Loyal Or-
ders will gather at Schomb-
erg House next week to
mark the third annual
Orange Victims’ Day.
On Tuesday, 1st of Septem-
ber, the Orange Institution
will formally remember the
338 Orangemen and one
Orangewoman murdered by
terrorists during the Trou-
bles. The day will also serve
to highlight the ongoing
plight of the injured and
bereaved.
Grand Master Edward
Stevenson will lead the acts
of remembrance by laying
a wreath and paying his
respects at the Institution’s
memorial in the Garden of
Remembrance.
He will be joined in the
small ceremony by repre-
sentatives of the Junior
Grand Lodge, Association
of Loyal Orangewomen of
Ireland, Royal Arch Purple
Chapter, Royal Black Insti-
tution and the Apprentice
Boys of Derry.
It is believed this may be
the first time the leaders
of the Loyal Orders have
formally met for such an
occasion.
A series of commemora-
tive events are expected to
take place across Northern
Ireland. County, district
and private lodges are
being encouraged to hold
small events in their areas
in line with the Covid-19
guidelines - which com-

memorate murdered mem-
bers within their locality.
This year, the 1st of Septem-
ber marks the 45th anni-
versary of the IRA attack
on Tullyvallen Orange Hall,
which claimed the lives of
four Orangemen, with a
fifth dying as a result of his
injuries.

The 1975 Tullyvallen Orange
hall massacre in south
Armagh was carnage on an
unimaginable scale.

The Institution wishes to
use victims’ day to com-
memorate and highlight
the losses suffered across
the organisation during the
terrorist campaign.

The majority of Orange vic-
tims were murdered whilst
serving as members of the
security forces.

Grand Master of the Grand
Orange Lodge of Ireland,
Most Wor. Bro. Edward Ste-
venson, said the day would
continue to be one of
“remembrance and reflec-
tion” for the Orange family,
while aspiring to give “hope
for the future” for those left
bereaved and injured.

He said: “I remain deter-
mined that the innocent
victims of the Troubles

and their families should
remain a key priority for
the Orange Institution and
I view the continuation of
our designated victims’ day
as a public demonstration
of that.

“This year, I would like to

Grand Master Most Wor. Bro. Edward Stevenson pictured laying a wreath at the memorial window in the Museum of

Orange Heritage in 2019.

reaffirm our commitment
to the memory of those
who lost their lives dur-
ing the Troubles and also
our support to those who
lost loved ones or suffered
life-changing injuries.
“The Orange Institution
suffered significantly. Al-
most one in every ten of all
those killed was a member
of our organisation. This
yearly initiative continues
to serve as a constant re-
minder of the loss experi-
enced by Orangeism during

the terrorist campaign.”
He added: “Cemeteries
across this Province bear
testimony to the sacrifice
paid by so many people,
particularly our members.
More than half of them
were singled out by repub-
licans because they were
serving the community in
the security forces. Oth-
ers were targeted because
they were Protestant and
members of the Orange
Order. They must never be
forgotten.”

Mr Stevenson said the Insti-
tution remained commit-
ted to lobbying on behalf of
innocent victims, and in so
doing, counter all attempts
by republicans to alter the
history of the Troubles.

He added: “We see on a
near daily basis the efforts
of republicans to re-write
history in an attempt to
create some kind of justifi-
cation for their campaign
of murder. The Orange
Institution will never allow
the perpetrators of violence

to be viewed as victims.”

In 2011, a memorial stone
was dedicated by Grand
Lodge at a special remem-
brance event which was
held at the Ulster Hall. The
permanent tribute now re-
sides in the memorial gar-
den at Schomberg House.
A contemporary stain glass
window is also located at
the Museum of Orange
Heritage, so too a memori-
al book recognising every
individual victim of the
Troubles.

Special web-page launched to
support acts of remembrance

The Grand Orange Lodge
of Ireland has created a
special Orange Victim’s
Day resource page on its
website to assist those
wishing to host small acts
of remembrance on Tues-
day, September 1.

The web page - which can
be accessed at www.goli.
org.uk/orangevictimsday -
includes a special message
from Grand Master Most
Worshipful Brother Ed-
ward Stevenson.

It also features a history
and background to Orange
Victims’ Day which pro-
vides details about the ori-
gins and context of Orange
Victims Day, including the
legacy of the ‘Troubles’
upon the Institution and
its members today.

Along with a section de-
tailing suggested actions
lodges may wish to take,
the site also has a special-
ly-commissioned Prayer
for Orange Victims Day.

In 2015, the Grand Orange
Lodge of Ireland com-
missioned a short film
entitled ‘Strong to Survive’
which focused on Orange
victims and their stories.
A selection of clips from
the film have been in-
cluded on the site to give
an insight into the real
human stories behind the
statistics.

The full film is available
from ‘Schomberg House’
and ‘Sloan’s House’.
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Comment: TUV Leader Jim Allister MLA

Sinn Fein’s role at Storey
funeral showed contempt

Sinn Féin, by their actions
at the funeral of IRA ter-
rorist Bobby Storey laughed
in the faces of grieving fam-
ilies across the Province,
whether they were Protes-
tant or Catholic.

For months Michelle
O’Neill stood alongside
Mrs Foster at almost daily
press conferences lecturing
the people of Northern
Ireland on the importance
of adhering to the corona-
virus regulations.

Sinn Féin, in the office that
they hold, decreed what
those regulations would
contain. Regulation 5(2)(g),
which was in full operation
in all its parts during the
Storey funeral, was abun-
dantly clear: you could not
attend the funerals of your
friends. The deputy First
Minister told us that there
were no exemptions to the
regulations, yet proceeded
to tell us that she would
never apologise for attend-
ing the funeral of a friend.
The people who made the

law were the people who,

in full view of the cameras,
breached the law.

Not only did Sinn Fein
laugh in the face of grieving
families, but they also end-
ed up laughing in the face
of the Assembly, because
they knew that it hadn’t

got the will to do anything
about their disregard for
the law.

The Assembly merely ex-
pressed “disappointment”
at Sinn Fein’s actions.
There was no censure much
less a call for resignations.
Republicans know that the
absurdity of the govern-
mental arrangements in
Northern Ireland mean
that they can do as they
please. Three quarters of
the Executive were disap-
pointed in them, but they
know that they can cling to
office. Why? Because of the
farcical situation of manda-
tory coalition, which robs
the Assembly of the right of
true sanction.

For a few days we had the

usual “sound and fury,
signifying nothing” but
two months on we can see
there were no consequenc-
es for Republicans.

As time as gone by fur-
ther revelations about the
funeral should only add

to the outrage which the
public feel. We now know
that while other grieving
families were turned away
from getting into the
crematorium Republicans
were allowed access for
the Storey cremation. We
also know that Sinn Fein
Ministers travelled to the
funeral in publicly paid for
ministerial cars.

The contrast between the
contempt for ordinary peo-
ple displayed at the Storey
funeral and the leadership
provided by the Loyal
Orders over the marching

season could not be clearer.

Orangeism provided re-
sponsible leadership which
was tellingly absent from
those who jointly head the
Executive.

Editor’s note:

We continue to monitor the developments surrounding the investigations into the
Bobby Storey funeral and will report on the outcomes in future editions.
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TL Dallas is one of the UK’s leading independent Insurance Broking and Risk Management
companies. We have been providing insurance services and solutions since 1919.

Our experienced team in the Belfast Office provide advice and solutions for Churches,
Charities, Community Organisations and Businesses as well as Household/Motor and

other Personal Insurances.

Please get in touch for more information.

Gary Proctor
Stephen James

T: 02890 380 980
E: ni@tldallas.com
W: www.tldallas.com

Beverlie Jones
Andrew Green

TL Dallas (NI) Ltd
63 Malone Road
Belfast BT9 6SA

Delivering the Promise

TL Dallas (NI) Limited is an Appointed Representative of TL Dallas & Co Limited. Registered Office: Dallas House, Low Moor, Bradford, BD12 OHF.
Registered in England No. 9739895. TL Dallas & Co Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Order your NI CentenNIal flags now!

In just a few months time
we will begin the celebra-
tions to mark the cente-
nary of the formation of
Northern Ireland.

The Grand Orange Lodge
of Ireland is in the pro-
cess of planning a num-
ber of significant events
to mark this important
milestone occasion.

Part of celebrations will
include the production
of a special Northern
Ireland CentenNIal flag.
Flags are priced at £9
each or £7.50 for orders
over 20.

The final product will be

ready in September, and
demand for the flags is
expected to be high.
You can order through
Schomberg House or by
email info@goli.org.uk.

Comment: Kenny Donaldson, Spokesman for Innocent Victims United

Any further delaying tactics
on victims’ pension must
result in sanctions

We along with others have
campaigned vociferously for
the implementation of the
Pension as per the contents
of the legislation agreed in
law at Westminster, back

in January. We have been
insistent that there be no
fudging of the eligibility
issue and we continue to
insist that this be the case.
The recent High Court
ruling by Judge McAlinden
is a first step redress of

this wrong and many more
steps are needed over the
coming months and years.
The Judge’s finding was
scathing of the Deputy First
Minister’s behaviour and
that of Sinn Fein, he found
that the blocking of the im-
plementation of the scheme
was politically motivated
and unlawful

The nonsense needs to end
from Sinn Fein, stop the lie
that ex-prisoners are being
discriminated against,
these convicted terrorists
have access to a National
Health Service, to welfare
benefits and to many other
services courtesy of the
United Kingdom Nation
alike every other citizen, law
abiding and otherwise.

The Pension introduced
into law is intended as an
acknowledgement for those
innocents within Society
who did not seek to bring
about harm to others and
whose lives were forever and
permanently changed, they
are the people who have

been discriminated against
and who have to endure 25
years of appeasement of
terrorism and its’ political

annexes. Enough is Enough.

Support must get to those
who have waited so long to
be acknowledged for what
they have gone through and
the implications that has
had upon their lives and
that of their families and
carers.

We welcome confirmation
that Justice will act as the
department to administer
the scheme, it is the most
appropriate option that
was available. The Justice
Minister’s claims that the
scheme could cost up to
£800 million is a signif-
icantly higher projection
than the £130-150 million
which has been suggested
throughout the campaign
for recognition and since.
It is important that im-
mediate work is done in
resolving why the disparity?
We also have repeatedly
made the case that the
threshold for psychologi-
cal injury eligibility must
be higher than the 14%
threshold for physical
injury otherwise the flood-
gates could open and the
intentions of a scheme that
was to support those with
lifechanging injuries would
be severely compromised.
14% psychological injury re-
lates to mild mental health
difficulties.

This said, the UK Govern-

ment must be constructive
in discussions around
budget which must happen
promptly, we have stated
our view that they should
centrally provide finance
for the historical payments
due victims/survivors from
the period of Stormont
House, 2014 to the point
the Executive was restored,
with Stormont then picking
up the tab on an annual
basis thereafter.

The UK Government should
also factor into the block
grant the need for a top up
to facilitate the paying of
Pensions to British citizens
living outside the immedi-
ate reaches of the Northern
Ireland Executive, namely
those living in other parts
of the UK, mainland Eu-
rope and further afield.

We acknowledge the efforts
of Jenifer McNern and the
broader Injured Group in
bringing forth the recent
High Court case and for
their efforts over the last
decade. We commend their
courage along with many
other seriously injured
innocent victims/survi-
vors who have spoken up
and pressed the need for
change.

Any further gamesmanship
by Sinn Fein must result in
sanctions upon that party.
The innocent victims must
not suffer any further pain
and hardship as a result

of their ‘ourselves alone’
approach.
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Omagh District presents cheque to local hospital

Omagh District Orange Lodge
LOL No. 11 recently presented the
Palliative Care Ward at Omagh
Hospital and Primary Care Com-
plex with a generous donation of
£2,000.

Bro. James Anderson, Treasurer
of Omagh District Orange Lodge
LOL No. 11, said: “It is a great hon-
our for me to present one third
of the proceeds of the people’s
vote for charity at our successful
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ event to
the Palliative Care Ward in appre-
ciation of the dedication and care
provided by staff in the ward.”
The total money raised was
£6,000, which was shared equally
with the Palliative Care Ward,
Alzheimer’s Society and Aware
NL

Pictured, from left to right, are
Briege McLaughlin, Staff Nurse;
Sister Thelma Graham; James
Anderson, Treasurer of Omagh
District Orange Lodge LOL No. 11
and Paulette Armstrong, Nursing
Assistant.

equiPPE

FOR ALL YOUR PPE NEEDS
www.equippe.us

One of our team Christoper
Wallace helping to Supply
PPE for the Orange Order

I
Box of 50 Automatic Hand | Hand Sanitiser

3 Ply Face Masks|Sanitiser stations Available

From £25 Available small/bulk

FFP2 KN95 Masks
also available

A must for Orange Halls,
Church Halls etc.

75% Alcohol, Made
in Northern Ireland

For product pricing and information email
please@equippe.us or call 078 210 65283

DO YOU NEED TO USE
THE PUBLIC ROAD FOR AN

EVENT

(PARADE, SPORTING, CHARITY ETC)

CONTACT
", MCVEIGH CONTRACTSY;
SPECIALISTS IN

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

(TM PLANS, VMS HIRE, CONSULTATION)

PHONE: 028 97 510134
EMAIL: INFO@MCVEIGHCONTRACTS.CO.UK
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9 Beresford Road, Coleraine BTs52 1LW

For All Your Banner Needs
New or Repairs

Contact W. Bro. Philip Anderson

Tel: 07772272479 / 02870352186 or Email: philipbanners@aol.com

. Smit

BANNER PAINTERS

Flags . ..
Banners
... Bannerettes

I Tel: (028) 9071 3341

DO U NEED A?

FLAGS, BANNERETTES, INSTRUMENTS & UNIFORMS

Marching Band &
Regailia Supplies
(Armagh City)

25a Chancellors Road

Newry, Co Down

BT35 8PR

Tel: 028 3083 5999
sales@nupackpackaging.com

NUPACK

PACKAGING

Ideal for Orange Halls and
Lodge Rooms

Folding Tables
& Stacking Chairs

For further information contact
Bro. Paul Liggett - 07808 159 243

We also offer a wide range of packaging
products ie Bubble Wrap, Pallet Wrap,
Strapping & Tapes

www.nupackpackaging.com

INDUSTRIAL PACKAGING SPECIALISTS

ORANGE NEWS

Institution prepares to
Heritage Week

mark

History, tradition and
identity will take centre
stage once again as the
Orange Institution plays
host to its fourth annual
heritage week, from the
21st to 28th of September.
The timing of Orange her-
itage week has significant
historical and cultural
relevance, commencing on
the anniversary of the for-
mation of the Institution
in 1795. It will culminate
on Ulster Day, marking the
anniversary of the signing
of the Ulster Covenant by
unionists in opposition to
Home Rule in 1912.

While recent changes to
Covid-19 restrictions will
make it difficult to host
events such as those seen
in previous years, it is
hoped the occasion will be
appropriately marked.

Ahead of Orange Heritage
Week the Museum of Or-
ange Hertitage at Schomb-
erg House will re-open for
the first time since March.
As part of Orange Herit-
age Week, the Friends of
Sloan’s House are holding
their Annual Diamond
Day Lecture on Monday
evening, 21st of September
2020, in the Museum of
Orange Heritage, Lough-
gall. The Friends is the
support group for Sloan’s
House and was formed

11 years ago in 2009 - it
now has over 250 mem-
bers, mainly in Northern
Ireland, but also spread
over the United Kingdom
and even in the United
States of America and New
Zealand.

The lecture is held on or
near to the anniversary

date of the Battle of the Di-
amond and over the years,
a wide variety of speakers
have delivered the annual
presentation. This year,
Wor. Bro. Richard Edgar
will speak on the ‘50th
Anniversary of the Forma-
tion of the Ulster Defence
Regiment (UDR). Richard
is a renowned historian
from Tandragee and is a
member of Teemore Gold-
en Springs LOL No. 61.
This is not the first time
that Richard has delivered
the annual lecture and
such is his popularity due
to his extensive research
that the Friends were keen
to have him back again.
The lecture is open to all
members of the Friends
group to attend, but due to
the current Covid-19 pan-
demic restrictions on the

number meeting inside,
the total may have to be
restricted accordingly. The
Museum Meeting Room
will be the venue, with
social distancing measures
strictly adhered to.

At this meeting, the an-
nual Friends membership
subscription of £10 is due
for renewal and members
will then receive a special-
ly - commissioned 2021
Diary which marks the
Centenary of the formation
of Northern Ireland.

* If your District of Lodge
is hosting an event for
Orange Heritage Week
email the details to info@
goli.org.uk and they can
be shared on the Grand
Orange Lodge of Ireland’s
Facebook and Twitter
accounts.

Obituary:

It was with much sadness
that the Grand Orange
Lodge of Ireland learned
of the passing of Wor. Bro.
Rev. Dr. Warren Porter on
Sunday, August 2, 2020. He
was 93.

Rev. Dr. Porter was a mem-
ber of the Orange Order for
more than seventy years,
having joined in 1945.

An honorary member and
Past Chaplain of Caheny
Sons of William Temper-
ance LOL 271, Rev. Dr. Por-
ter served the Institution
in a number of capacities
over the years.

He played an active role

Rev. Dr. Warren Porter

within Garvagh District
LOL No. 4 where he was

a Past District Chaplain,
the County Londonderry
Grand Orange Lodge and
also the Grand Orange
Lodge of Ireland.

In the mid-1990s, he was
Assistant Grand Master
under the then Worshipful
Grand Master Most Wor.
Bro. Robert Saulters. He
was also a Grand Chaplain
within the Institution.
Grand Master Edward Ste-
venson offered his sympa-
thies to the Porter family
at this sad time.

“I was saddened to learn of

the passing of Rev. Warren
Porter on Sunday,” said Mr
Stevenson.

“He gave sterling service
to the Orange Institution
over many years and for
his dedication we are truly
grateful.

“I would like to offer my
deepest sympathies to the
Porter family and extend
the prayerful help and
support of the Orange
Family to them at this very
sad time.”

Wor. Bro. Rev. Ian Mc-
Clean, Grand Chaplain,
described Rev. Dr. Porter
as “a real character”.

“Rev. Warren Porter was
blessed with a lot of good
sense. Indeed, he displayed
great sense often at a time
when the Orange Institu-
tion badly needed it,” said
Rev. McClean.

“He also possessed great
wisdom and has the ability
to see right to the point of
a situation.

“Rev. Porter was dedicated
to the Orange Institution
and will be greatly missed.”
Rev. Dr. Porter was buried
following a private ceremo-
ny at Moneydig Presbyteri-
an Church on Wednesday,
5th of August.



SEPTEMBER 2020 THE ORANGE STANDARD 7

ORANGE NEWS

Mayor of Causeway Coast &
Glens thanks Bushmills Brethren

brought thanks to the
Brethren of the District for
their outstanding efforts
over the last four months.
A spokesman for the
District said: “We continue
to support those who have
been shielding up until

recent days and those who
are still in need.

“Our delivery as in pre-
vious weeks has been
supported by grant aid
from Causeway Coast &
Glens Borough Council,”
he added.

Bushmills District LOL No.
21 has thanked its Lodges
and Brethren, especially
those who gave up their
weekend to assist with the
‘Causeway Covid Caring’
food delivery project
around the District area.

The District was pleased
that the Mayor of Cause-
way Coast & Glens Bor-
ough Council, Alderman
Mark Fielding and his wife,
Phyllis, were able to join
with them.

Alderman Fielding

Manufacturer & Supplier of..
L.o.L, R.B.P., A.B.O.D. & Masonic Regaliov

Commemorative Medals & Jewels, Lapel Badges,
Jewellery, Mallets, Seals, Tablecloths, Presentation
Plagues & lots more..

Bespoke
7ies

From ONLY

£12.50"

*min numbers apply.

Follow Uy ~ov~
Visit owr Website for
Regulaw Special Offers

Contact Bro. & Sir Knt. Greig Stewart
Web: www.victor-stewart.com
Email: info@victor-stewart.com

Tel: 028 3832 4070

Public Address
Systems

for hire for all

outdoor events
apply to

Fivemiletown food parcel deliveries
end after 16 consecutive weeks

Thursday, 30th of July,
2020 marked the final day

in delivering over 500 food
parcels. Please continue to

been struggling during this
pandemic.

the Clogher Valley to bring
some extra support to the

most vulnerable in the
community.

that Fivemiletown District
Orange delivered the Gov-

The Brethren trust that
the local community has

stay in touch and offer help
to your older friends, family

C. 7. 4. Reid & Sons

Electrical Contractor
88 Killyliss Road, Dungannon
Contact Archie on -
Mobile: 07788 102 330
Tel: 028 3754 8694 Fax: 028 3754 8425

and neighbours.

Pictured above are some
of the volunteers who
have been involved in the
project.

found their work helpful as
we continue towards a new

normal.

Thanks go to all of the vol-

unteers for their dedication

It has been both rewarding
and humbling to see how
this small act of kindness
has truly brightened the
lives of many who have

ernment food parcels.

For 16 consecutive weeks,
the volunteers have been
travelling the narrow coun-
try roads and back lanes of
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Institution marks VJ Day anniversary

Saturday, 15th of August,
marked the 75th anniver-
sary of VJ Day - the formal
surrender of Japan.

As part of the Grand
Orange Lodge of Ireland’s
coverage of the event,
curator of the Museum

of Orange Heritage Dr
Jonathan Mattison looked
at the contribution of three
Orangemen.

Cecil Reid

In 1940 Cecil Reid had just
turned 18 and was living in
Bramcote Street in Belfast
and was a member of Young
Men'’s Christian Total
Abstinence LOL No. 747. In
June of that year he enlist-
ed in the Royal Air Force
Regiment and in 1942 was
deployed overseas. The RAF
Regiment was tasked with
guarding and defending
airfields throughout various
theatres of the war.

His regiment was sent

to the Far East as part of
Allied attempts to drive
back the Japanese. He had
an eventful voyage. After
departing from Freetown
his ship had engine trouble
and was separated from
the rest of the convey for
36 hours. This was a very
anxious time as they feared
attack at any moment “We
were a sitting duck for

over one and a half days.”
Cecil’s unit was to spend 18
months in Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) before being sent to
Hyderabad in India. After
two months of jungle train-
ing, they were deployed to
Burma. He described the
role they had to fulfil, “As
soon as the army took an

Cecil Reid in Ceylon.

airfield we jumped onto it
and held it. The first airfield
we were at, a Wing Com-
mander was shot in the
middle of the runway and
the Japanese wouldn’t let
anyone get near him. He lay
there for three days. It was
dodgy country.”

Cecil was also impact

by another aspect of the
War’s inhumanity, as he
witnessed some of the

first Allied prisoners to be
released from Japanese
Prisoner of War camps. He
described some of them as
looking like skeletons that
could hardly stand upright.
At the end of the War, Bro.
Reid was present when sen-
ior Japanese Officers and
officials arrived to formally
surrender their forces in
Burma.

Thomas Anderson

Thomas Anderson was born
in 1908 and grew up in
Belfast. His parents lived in

Thomas Anderson.

Londonderry before moving
to Belfast to find work. Like
many Protestant families
that moved to that boom-
ing industrial city, they
were steeped in the Orange
Tradition and attended

the Twelfth celebrations
every year. Thomas was a
skilled craftsman and made
a wooden King William

for the top of the Orange
Arch in Hanna Street. As

a skilled musician, Thom-
as joined Duncairn Flute
band. This passion for mu-
sic would remain with him
throughout his life.

In 1939 he and a friend
joined the Territorial Army,
not only for the excitement
but also because they got

a free pair of boots! As the
political situation deteri-
orated in Europe, Thomas
was mobilised and deployed
with the 8th (Belfast)
Anti-Aircraft Regiment, to
protect the city. With the
deployment of the Brit-

Lt William James Livingstone,
Karachi 1944.

ish Expeditionary Force

to France, Thomas and

his comrades soon found
themselves caught up in
the ‘phoney war’, and then
the mad dash to escape
German encirclement in
France.

In May and June 1940,
thousands of Allied troops
were evacuated from ports
in France and Belgium.
The 8th (Belfast) HAA was
one of the few units to be
evacuated from the port

of Cherbourg, along with
their weapons. Back in the
UK they were deployed to
protect Coventry and then
London during the Blitz.
At the beginning of 1942,
the Regiment was rede-
ployed to the Far East and
would see action in several
battles against the Japa-
nese. It was during the Ar-
akan campaign to push the
Japanese from Burma that
the force earned a fierce
reputation for accuracy and

gained the nickname ‘The
Twelve Mile Snipers’. James
was finally demobilised in
1946.

Like many old soldiers,

he did not reveal much
about his wartime exploits
after he came home. One
incident was, however, too
good, not to retell. As the
war was ending, he and his
fellow Orangemen celebrat-
ed the Twelfth of July in
the Jungle. They got local
women to make them col-
larettes, erected an Orange
arch and held their own
parade! It was a little taste
of home amidst the chaos
of war.

Thomas was a member of
LOL No. 1947.

William Livingstone M.C.
William Livingstone en-
listed in the Royal Ulster
Rifles on the 24 March
1930. His early service years
took him to places such as
Palestine, Egypt, and Hong

Kong. While serving in
Hong Kong, he joined Star
of the East LOL No. 802.
After his stay in Hong Kong,
Livingstone was posted to
India and returned home
to the United Kingdom via
Bombay.

In 1940, Livingstone was
stationed in Wales but in
1941 his battalion prepared
for overseas duties and
sailed from Liverpool to
India.

In India, they were sta-
tioned at Secunderabad.
During this time, Living-
stone was promoted firstly
to Regimental Sergeant
Quarter Master then to
Regimental Sergeant Major.
Also, during this time,
many men left the unit for
jungle warfare in Burma.
Livingstone followed suit
and joined his battalion in
Burma in 1943. He was rec-
ommended for the Military
Cross by Major W.P. Scott
who said that “throughout
the campaign, his courage,
bearing and endurance
have been of a high order
and inspiration to British,
Burmese and Gurkha ranks
alike.”

Livingstone returned to
India injured and spent a
long time recuperating in
hospital. After his stay in
hospital, Livingstone and
his battalion were stationed
in Karachi (in modern

day Pakistan). At the end
of WWII Livingstone was
offered the position of
Captain if he stayed in the
army. He declined this
offer and returned home to
Ulster to be with his wife
and family.

CHAIRS & TABLES

SUITABLE FOR
HALLS

PHOTOCOPIERS : OFFICE FURNITURE : STATIONERY

Flags at unbeatable prices!!!
Ulster, Orange Standard, Union Jack, Ulster/Scots, Scottish, U.S.A. etc.

All kinds of bunting in stock - Union Jack bunting now available

Hand Flags, Band Poles, Wavers, Union Jack Sunglasses, Hats, Caps, Tea Towels,

Badges, Key Rings, Regalia Numbers and Emblems, Union Jack Bow-ties

Tel: 028 9085 3131 Mobile: 07766 615696

Bunting

Kiddies Drums.

PLUS NEW LINES

Minimum Order £25
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A Centenary coin for all!

Killyman & District Cultural Group,
based in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone,
comprises members from Killyman
Orange District No. 1, Killyman Royal
Black District Chapter No.1 and The
Association of Loyal Orangewomen of
Ireland, Tyrone District No. 1. The group

KILLYMAN & DISTRICT CULTURAL GROUP (Co. TYRONE)

NORTHERN IRELAND
CENTENARY COIN

has produced a fine Northern Ireland
Centenary coin which is unbranded and
available to all. Launching the coin at
Stormont recently were W. Bro. Kenny
Montgomery, PDM and W. Bro. Pete

Celebrating the
100th Anniversary
of the formation of
Northern Ireland, this
is a precision minted

Murray, Co. Tyrone Grand Treasurer.
The coin will make an excellent gift or
keepsake and is available to buy online
at www.kadcg.co.uk.

polished Nickel coin.
(50mm x 4mm)

Front features a Coat
of Arms and the reverse
depicts: Crown, Lord
Carson, Union flag and

map of N.I. surrounded
by the names of the
six counties.
Presented in a quality
navy velvet snap close
box with printed history
insert.

£20 each

(+£5 p&p up to 5 coins)
Available to buy
now online

Killyman District No.1 Badge
also available - £3

kadcg.co.uk

DAN WINTER’S

Cheque for
HOUSE

LEMOS

Wor. Bro. Colin Hopps, District
Lay Chaplain of Keady District
LOL No. 8, is pictured (centre)
presenting a cheque for £3,000
to Wor. Bro. Brian Dorrian,
Grand Treasurer of the Grand
Orange Lodge of Ireland, (right)
in aid of the Lord Enniskil-

len Memorial Orange Society
(LEMOS). The money was
raised from a sponsored walk
of The Mall in Armagh City on
Wednesday, 1st of July. Wor.
Bro. Hopps completed 11 laps of
The Mall; each one represent-
ing the 11 Districts that make
up the County Armagh Grand
Orange Lodge. This money will
be of great benefit to the charity
which provides a range of grants
to assist in the prevention or

This 300-year-old Ancestral Home is
situated in the farmyard, 240 yards from
The Diamond Crossroads
Open 10.30a.m. to 5.30p.m. Monday to Saturday
Open 2.00p.m. to 5.30p.m. Sunday
Summer months open to 8.30 p.m.

Grand Lodge of Ireland educational books and
memorabilia on sale

FOR LODGE MEETINGS
PLEASE BOOK IN ADVANCE

relief of poverty to families who
have an association with the
Institution.

Also included in the photo-
graph is the Grand Master, Most
Wor. Bro. Edward Stevenson.
The presentation took place at
Derryfubble Orange Hall, near
Benburb.

Contact: Mrs. Hilda Winter
Tel: 028 3885 1344 Mobile: 07762 605 169

or Bro. Geoffrey Daniel Winter
Mobile 07710 112 823

9 Derryloughan Road, The Diamond,
Loughgall BT61 8PH

e-mail hildawinter@btinternet.com
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Scottish lodge visits
Sloan’s House

Dreghorn Parish Loyal De-
fenders LOL 218, Scotland,
became the first Lodge to
visit Sloan’s House since
the museum re-opened in
early July after lockdown.
This is the Private Lodge
of the Grand Master of
Scotland, Most Wor. Bro.
Jim McHarg. He placed a

wreath in the Garden of Re-
membrance in memory of
our murdered Brethren, on
behalf of his Grand Lodge,
and the Lodge Worshipful
Master also placed a wreath
likewise.

The brethren then had a
socially distanced tour of
the museum.

Boyne Day goes online for 2020

Saturday, 22nd of August,
saw the fourth annual
Boyne Day celebration
organized by the Museum
of Orange Heritage.
However, this was a Boyne
Day like no other as the
entire event was held
online due to the Corona-
virus restrictions.

The annual family fun day

event hosted at Schomberg

House - normally a high-
light in the calendar with
lots of young people and
their families in attend-
ance - could not go ahead.
However, the museum
made a number of re-

sources available online for

children and teachers.
Commenting on the ini-
tiative, Museum curator,
Dr Jonathan Mattison,
said that Boyne Day had
become an integral com-
ponent of the museum'’s
interaction with the wider
community.

He said: “Boyne Day is our
way of bringing the legacy
of the Battle of the Boyne
to life. This was one of the
most seminal battles and
indeed moments in the
history of the British Isles
and was integral to the
Glorious Revolution.

“As the tourist sector
grows in both Northern
Ireland and the Irish Re-
public, it is important that
we increase knowledge

and understanding about
the Williamite Trail in
Ireland and its impact on
our shared history. Given
current restrictions, we
had to cancel the planned
family day the museum but
hinstead created several
online resources for chil-
dren and educationalists.
“Virtual visitors to the mu-
seum were able to access a
number of online resourc-

es and activities as part of
our endeavour to bring the
Museum of Orange herit-
age into people’s homes
and explain a little more
about the significance of
the Battle of the Boyne and
the Glorious Revolution.”
Amongst the material that
people can access through
the Museum of Orange
Heritage website are a se-
lection of craft activities, a

short podcast on the Battle
of the Boyne, our related
children’s Workbook Sol-
diers, Spies and Supplies,
and suggested background
notes and draft lesson
plans for teachers.

Anyone wishing to learn
more about Boyne Day and
the Museum of Orange
Heritage, please visit our
website at www.orangeher-
itage.co.uk/boyneday

Radio Boyne programmes now available

The Thompson Brothers - Mark and Graeme - hard at work recording their contribution
for Radio Boyne. Picture: Graham Baalham-Curry

The Grand Orange Lodge
of Ireland has made many
of the programmes which
featured on Radio Boyne
during the Twelfth of July
celebrations available on-
line for repeat listening.

A new ‘Listen Again: Radio
Boyne’ section has been
added to the Grand Lodge
website with many of the
key feature broadcasts
included.

The Orange Institution’s
pop up radio station -
Radio Boyne - was live
between 10th and 13th of
July 2020. As part of this
initiative a number of spe-
cial audio broadcasts were
produced.

These included program-
ming featuring traditional
tunes, popular songs and
hymns alongside heritage,
history and information
programmes which provid-

ed easy listening and set
the scene for the big day.
Among the broadcasts
made available are pro-
grammes featuring a mix-
ture of history and music as
well as the recording of the
330th Anniversary of the
Battle of the Boyne - Plat-
form Proceedings.

Shows such as the ‘Birth

of Orangesim’ and ‘The
Orange Family: A World-
wide Fraternity take a look

online

at the history of the Orange
Institution and what it
means to be a member,
with input from leaders
around the globe.

A special feature entitled
‘Old Tyme Gospel’ is a
two-part show with the
Thompson Brothers playing
the choruses and hymns

of yesteryear in their own
unique style

All nine of the five-minute
history lessons with Dr
Jonathan Mattison, curator
of the Museum of Orange
Heritage, are also available.
Already the web page has
been accessed hundreds of
times, proving once again
the popularity of the Radio
Boyne Project.

If you missed Radio Boyne
the first time around or
listened to it all and would
like to listen again, visit
www.goli.org.uk/radioboyne
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Wherever you go, I
want you to know

Kids love to dream about
what they might do when
they grow up: jobs they
might have, places they
might go, people they
might meet. And parents
and caregivers love to
encourage and support
them.

But for Christian parents,
their greatest aspiration
for their children, their
dream of all dreams, is
that whatever their kids
do and wherever they go,
they will love and follow
Jesus.

As children embark on
life’s journey with all their
potential and aspira-
tions, express to them
your biggest dream with
this beautiful illustrated

rhyming children’s book.
As well as teaching chil-
dren about the only thing
that really matters in life,
this book also reminds
parents that telling their
kids about Jesus is more
important than anything
else.

Makes a wonderful gift for
a wide range of children -
from 3 year olds to 8 year
olds and even beyond - for
birthdays, Christmas or
just as a present.

Written by Melissa Kru-
ger: mother, bestselling
author (including Five
Things to Pray for your
Kids), speaker, blogger,
and Director of Women'’s
Content at The Gospel
Coalition.

Ross steps out to raise funds
for the Drew Nelson project

theéaaabook

COMPANY

This book is available in the
shop at Schomberg House.
Alternatively you can order
the book through www.
thegoodbook.co.uk or from
Robin Fairbairn - robin
fairbairn@thegoodbook.
co.uk

Sir George A. Clark Bart
Memorial Bursary Trust Fund

Applications Now Invited.

This Trust was founded in 1993 and supports
students who have family connections with the
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland.

The Fund provides assistance under four categories:-

To enable those in industry, business or commerce to

On Friday, 31st July,
Bro Ross Hall of Gib-
son’s Hill True Blues
LOL 91 completed a
sponsored walk com-
pleting a route past the
Orange Halls in Lurgan
District.

Bro. Hall started out

at Tamnificarbet and
passing Ballydougan,

Calvertstown, Bleary,
Corcreeny, Brownlow
House, Derryadd, Esky
and finishing at the
Bannfoot.

The 20.5 mile journey
took about seven hours
to complete.

Bro. Hall did this as
part of the Gospel Goal
10,000 Step Challenge,

which tasks partici-
pants with walking
10,000 steps every day
in July to raise money
for Gospel Goal and
the Drew Nelson Lega-
cy Project.

Donations can be made
at www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/rosshall-
stepchallenge2020

travel to increase their expertise in their field and develop the
economic strength of our country.

To help those in low income families to pursue a tertiary level
education course.

To assist in post graduate research in fields which can promote
our Protestant Faith, Heritage and Culture.

To enable those with learning difficulties to attend courses
which would aid them to be more independent.

The fund is particularly keen to assist young people in low income
situations and operates on an application basis each year.

Closing date for applications is
Friday 2nd October 2020 at 4pm.

This Fund gives preference to students studying in Northern Ireland.

Forms are available now by contacting

Schomberg House, 368 Cregagh Road,
Belfast, BT6 9EY.

or by phone on 028 9070 1122
or email
info@goli.org.uk
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by Rev. Ian McClean

The dilemma that can be solved

Our government has a
dilemma.

Imagine yourself a fly on
the wall of the Cabinet
Room as you listen in.
Minister of Health (as he
consults a large file of
papers): Covid-19... hasn’t
gone away... wash your
hands... social distance... no
unnecessary travel..work
from home... face masks...
limit all gatherings... Oh
and yes, I need more money
for the Health Service.
Business Secretary (bigger
file of papers): Generate
revenue... back to work...
visit shops... spend money...
unemployed... Oh and yes,

I need more money to kick
start the economy.
Chancellor of the Excheq-
uer (two piles of papers):
Vast sums paid out...
furloughing... industry sub-
sidies... commerce support-
ed... balance of payments...
borrowing, borrowing,
borrowing... years, decades
in hock... debt, debt debt...
taxes.

Prime Minister When can
we get back to normal?
Business Secretary (dis-
covering another file from

the Secretary of State

for Science) let me see...
long phrases... big words...
hmmm... hmmm... I don’t
know, but I need more
money for research.

Yes! Our government has a
dilemma, as do many other
governments. I don’t have
the answer. Do you? Let’s
spare a thought for those
whom God has placed in
positions of authority, and
pray for them too as the
Lord has told us. (1 Timothy
2:2)

3,300 years ago in the

land of Egypt a man called
Moses had a dilemma. He
was a royal prince with vast
resources available to him.
He lived in the lap of luxury
- gold, jewels, sumptuous
feasts, servants, entertain-
ment — what more could
anyone ask for? Yet he had
a dilemma. He was a He-
brew. Those who were his
real family were despised
slaves, treated as less than
animals. But worse than
that — whereas the Egyptian
court in which he lived

was a centre of corruption,
tyranny and paganism -
Moses had been brought up

among the covenant people
of Yahweh. He knew that
the religion of those among
whom he was living was
utterly wrong, and that the
real true God was the God
of the Hebrews.

Here was a young man
whose life was a practical

example of the proverb
that was to be penned by
Solomon many centuries
later: “Train up a child

in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will
not depart from it.” No
doubt his conscience often
agonised over this difficult

situation. But Moses was

a wise young man. He did
something that a lot of
people don’t do. He didn’t
just brush the matter aside,
or try to forget about it. He
took a long hard look at his
situation, weighed up the
pros and cons, and came to

a decision.

The inspired writer to the
Hebrews put it this way: “By
faith, Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, choosing rather
to be mistreated with the
people of God than to enjoy
the fleeting pleasures of sin.
He considered the reproach
of Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking to the
reward.” (Hebrews 11:24-26)
The choice that Moses
made was the right one. He
made his choice “By faith”
in the One whom he could
only know about through
the types and sacrifices of
the Old Testament. Today
we can see far more clearly
than he ever could, for we
have God’s full description
of how Christ died for

our sins. We too have the
challenging words of the
Saviour “For what does it
profit a man to gain the
whole world and forfeit his
soul?” (Mark 9:36)

Yes, we have a dilemma,

but thank God that He has
given us the solution in the
person of his Son.

Recognition for Carrickfergus lodge’s efforts during pandemic

to recieve a

lockdown.

Worshipful Master Bro. Sammy
Johnston and the Brethren of
Carrickfergus Temperance LOL
1537 were honoured and humbled

certificate of appre-
ciation from the
Mayor of Mid and
East Antrim
Borough Council
for our lodges
efforts during

The lodge offered

its congratulations
to all those across
the borough who
recieved or are to
receive these
commendations.
Community spirit
was fantastic
when it was
needed most.
Thanks go to
Councillor Marc
Collins,
Councillor

Cheryl Johnston and MLA David
Hilditch for taking time from
their busy schedules to accompa-
ny the Mayor for the presentation.
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Republicans push ‘agreed Ireland’ agenda

Hardly a day goes by without
republicans pressing the case
for a referendum on an ‘agreed
Ireland’, which Northern Ireland
Protestants, Unionists and loyal-
ists identify as being a case for a
united Ireland.

Amid the hype about Brexit

and the possible implications
for Northern Ireland, the Sinn
Fein and republican campaign
has been stepped up, and some
of those involved in this have
been assuring the British and
Unionist population that it has
nothing to fear from a united
Ireland. They tell us that the

right to remain British in Ireland

will be respected, and everyone
in this ‘new Ireland’ will be free
to promote their cause.
Unfortunately for Sinn Fein and
republicans, previous experience
in Ireland on this vital issue are
not encouraging for Protestants,
and the harsh facts prove this

to be the case. There were over
350,000 Protestants, or 10 per
cent of the population living in
the 26 counties of the Irish Free

State at the time of Partition in
1921.

Within a few short years, by 1926,
the number of Protestants had
shrunk to just over 100,000 or
just over 3 per cent of the total
population. Two thirds of the
Protestants had left the Free
State and moved to Northern
Ireland, mainland Great Britain,
and the Dominions, particularly
Canada.

Only a small proportion of the
huge Protestant exodus had been
connected to the British Army or
Civil Service with headquarters
at Dublin Castle. Most were
ordinary Irish citizens of every
trade and profession, and in a
huge proportion of cases, they
were intimidated and forced

out of the homes many of the
families had occupied for gener-
ations.

Recent books by Robin Bury, and
the late Peter Hart, tell of the
harsh treatment handed out to
the Protestants, many of whom
were murdered because they
were accused of being ‘British

collaborators’. This was untrue,
and as Hart pointed out over a
dozen Protestants in the Bandon
Valley were shot dead a few weeks
after the British Army had left,
and the victims were innocent
citizens whose only ‘crime’ was
their religion and perceived loy-
alty to Britain.

Hundreds of the great Hous-

es owned by the Protestant
Anglo-Irish population were
burned, and the owners forced to
move out of the country.

I am old enough to have known
some of the refugees who fled
from the south to the safe
Unionist majority town where
they were allowed to live without
threats and intimidation. My
father worked with a man from a
town in Wicklow where his fami-
ly had lived for generations, and
owned an important business.
The family had to flee overnight
with hardly any possessions to

a small town in County Down,
and although they later received
some financial compensation
from Irish Government grants, it

was only a fraction of the value of
their property.

I also knew a lady from County
Cavan, a devout Christian, whose
family were given 24 hours to
leave, and she had horrific mem-
ories of the incident in which
masked gunmen had delivered
the threat to a family with no
political connections.

In my mother’s primary school
there were five children, whose
family had been forced out of Ca-
van, and the only reason given by
those who made the threats were
because the children’s father was
an Orangeman. Happily, it was
the Orange Order in the town
where they received sanctuary
who secured a house and job for
their Cavan member, but it didn’t
wipe out the memory for that
family, especially the children
who had been badly frightened
by the experience.

These are just a few examples of
what happened to Protestants
forced out of the Irish Free State,
and it is estimated that some
40,000 moved to the new North-

ern Ireland State in the 1921-23
period. Many of those forced to
leave the South joined Orange
lodges and Black preceptories in
Belfast and other towns and vil-
lages. This exodus reduced the
Orange membership in the Irish
Free State to five counties, a huge
reduction in membership.

Today we are assured that Protes-
tants, Unionists and Orangemen
will have nothing to fear from an
agreed Ireland, but past experi-
ence does little to assure them
that they will not face a similar
situation as their predecessors in
the 1920s.

Unionists will no doubt contin-
ue to be under pressure to take
part in discussions on the future
for this island, but it has to be
said that republicans will have a
huge task in putting their case,
especially as there has been no
apology for the treatment hand-
ed out to the innocent Protes-
tants, Unionists and Orangemen
forced out of their own country
as British rule ended in the 26
counties.

Agriculture remains a key industry

It was in the 1980s, and the
editor of the weekly paper in
which I was a senior reporter,
assigned me to spend four days
in the Republic to do stories to
run with an advertising feature
being carried in a number of
papers in our group.

My base was Limerick city, but
the stories were mainly centred
on counties Limerick, Clare and
Tipperary.

I visited several of the new
industries then springing up

in the Republic, and was taken
by the planners on a tour of
Shannon New Town, which was
making the headlines for its
success in attracting overseas
firms and investments.

I found these very interesting,
but it was on visits to several
leading farms in rural Munster
that I learned of the admiration
and high regard that the owners
had of agricultural standards in
Northern Ireland.

Perhaps, as a townie, whose
family working backgrounds
were based on linen, newspa-
pers and the military, it was
understandable that I was
ignorant to a large extent of the
importance of our agricultural
industry.

That working visit to Munster

Fair play needed at Queen’s

proved an education in this re-
gard, as I was highly impressed
by the praise showered on our
Northern Ireland farmers by
their Southern counterparts.
“We can't tell the Northern
farmers anything they don’t
already know as they are the
leaders in European agriculture,
several of the Munster farmers
told me, and they were sincere
in their views, providing me
with a whole list of reasons why
we should be so aware of how
important agriculture was to
the Northern Ireland economy
That is decades ago, but I don’t
think things have changed, and
recent figures produced by DUP
Minister Edward Poots bear
testimony to this.

Mr Poots said that 10 per cent
of the population of the United
Kingdom are fed by Northern
Ireland farmers, the equivalent
of the population of London.
Mr Poots also revealed that ag-
riculture makes up 32 per cent
of the manufacturing sector in
Northern Ireland, which makes
it by far our leading industry
The industry employs around
100,00 people, and that in itself
is breathtaking.

Bearing all this in mind, it is
vital that everything possible is

done to protect our agricultural
industry, especially with Brexit
looming.

It is also of the utmost impor-
tance that policing is stepped
up in the countryside to reduce
the serious rise in rural crime,
which it is estimated amounts
to £3million each year.

Farms in Northern Ireland are
being targeted by criminals,
with livestock and expensive
machinery being stolen on a
regular basis.

It has assumed alarming levels,
and there is evidence to show
that a large proportion of the
stolen property is being taken by
the thieves across the border.
The farmers, of course, are alert
to the problem, and do all they
can to protect their property,
and the communities in which
they live also play their part.
The police give a high priori-

ty to this sort of crime, and a
spokesman for the PSNI con-
firmed that the Service remains
committed to reducing inci-
dents of crime in rural areas.
However, there is also a feeling
on the part of many farmers,
supported by their MLAs, that
the problem must be a priority
in policing, and few would con-
test that viewpoint.

For many years there have been
allegations that Queen’s Univer-
sity, our main seat of learning
in Northern Ireland has become
a cold house for Protestant and
unionist students.

Examples of this have been
provided by young people who
opted to go to universities in
Great Britain because of stories
they had heard about republi-
can influence in the Student’s
Union at Queen’s, and the
reputation the university had
acquired from the time the
band of the RUC had been axed
from playing at graduation cere-
monies, and when some people
attending these had sat during
the playing of the National
Anthem.

Recently, 400 people, including
the daughter of First Minister
Arlene Foster, signed a petition
set up after Unionists had re-
acted with alarm to the election
of the new president of the
Students’ Union at Queen’s.
They expressed concern over
social media posts by the presi-
dent, in which she appeared to
signal her sympathy for militant
republicanism, and called on
her to apologise to all students,
from every community and

identity for her promotion of
what they claimed was “a threat
to civil political discourse on
campus”.

The Students’ Union spokes-
woman said that once in post,
the SU President “is required
to adhere to a student officer
protocol, detailed in the Consti-
tution of the Students’ Union,
which details responsibilities
and conduct relating to their
role”.

No doubt there will be further
claims and counter claims, but
the main concern for people

in the Protestant and Unionist
community is that everything
possible is done to ensure that
Queen’s University is a place
which welcomes everyone of
whatever religion or political
allegiance, or none, and that
nothing exists to support claims
that the university is a cold
house for Protestants.

That matter should receive the
utmost attention, because in
the years ahead, as the Cor-
vid-19 pandemic recedes, the
attention will switch to attract-
ing new industry to Northern
Ireland, in order to provide jobs
and ensure that this region of is
equipped to hold its own.
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Belfast Castle
foundation stone laid
in the summer of 1869

A major event in the his-
tory of Belfast took place

in August 1869, when the
foundation stone of the
new Belfast Castle was laid.
Work had been progressing
on the building, which was
a descendant of the first
Belfast Castle built in the
late 12th century by the
Normans, and another built
on the same site in 1611

by Sir Arthur Chichester,
ancestor of the Donegall
family.

When the Marquis of Done-
gal decided to build a new
mansion in 1862, he select-
ed a new site on the slopes
of the Cave Hill, in the Deer
Park of his lands.

The architects for the castle
were Lanyon, Lynn and Lan-
yon, and Sir Charles Lanyon
was prominent at the laying

of the foundation stone.

A report in the Belfast
News Letter of August 14
that year highlights that Sir
Charles Lanyon, the archi-
tect, presented a ceremo-
nial trowel to Mrs. Torrens,
who formally pronounced
the foundation stone well
and truly laid.

A parchment inside the
bottle placed in the founda-
tions highlighted that the
castle was built by George
Hamilton Chichester, third
Marquis of Donegall and
was signed by the Marquis
as well as Lanyon, Lynn
and Lanyon, the architects
and W. B. McMaster, the
builder.

The band of the Queen’s
Own Royal Antrim Rifles,
of which the Marquis

was colonel, played at the

occasion.

A ‘wooden tent’ had been
erected inside the principal
floor of the castle building
and around 100 ladies and
gentlemen sat down to
dinner provided by Mr. and
Mrs. Torrens.

Sir Charles Lanyon, who
also spoke, referred to the
natural beauties of the site.
The celebration concluded
around 7pm that evening,
although younger members
of the party adjourned to
Park Lodge, where dancing
took place for a short time.
The report stated that “The
main building is now up to
the level of the floor of the
principle rooms.

“The site, which is the

Deer Park on the Cave Hill,
is one of the finest to be
found anywhere, command-

ing extensive views of the
Lough, the Clandeboye
district and the beautiful
Valley of the Lagan.

“The style of building is
Scotch baronial - one of
the principle features of
which will be a tower at one
of the angles some 90 feet
high. The pale, pink-colour-
ed Cookstown stone with

which the building is faced
is extremely attractive and
suitable. The park, which
contains about 250 acres,
has been extensively plant-
ed during the last three or
four years, and has been
walled in for about a mile
along the Antrim Road.”
The third Marquis of
Donegall decided in 1862

to build a new castle within
the Deer Park and the con-
struction was completed in
1870, costing considerably
more than the £11,000
which the Marquis had set
aside of the project: this
would equate to at least £1.3
million today.

His son-in-law, Lord Ashley,
heir to the title of Earl

of Shaftesbury, provided
financial help and when the
Marquis died in 1884 the
Earl inherited the property.
In 1934 the Shaftesbury
family presented Belfast
Castle to the City of Belfast.
The Donegall family are re-
membered through several
of Belfast’s street names,
while Shaftesbury Square is
also a reminder of the link
with the Earl of Shaftes-
bury.

Ballyronan native
founded Orange
Lodge in Glasgow

James Bell was a native

of Ballyronan in County
Londonderry and rose to
prominence within the Or-
ange Order in Scotland.

He was WM of Lily of the
Valley LOL 131 in Glasgow —
a lodge he helped to form
from a dormant warrant -
in 1905.

An article in the Weekly
Telegraph of September

30, 1905, details that he
was also a Grand Auditor,
WM of Cowcaddens Orange
Friendly Society and DM

of RBP 257 as well as being
a member of the Masonic
Order.

Bell was born at Ballyro-
nan, an area where, it was
noted, Orangeism had to
struggle to survive in the
past: “they were harassed
and threatened on every
side by Roman Catholics”
the report said, creating
tensions whenever brethren
sought to mark the Twelfth
anniversary.

Bell was probably too young
to belong to an Orange
lodge in Ballyronan, howev-
er, for he went to Glasgow
as a youth.

It was there that he joined

LOL 58 when he was old
enough to be initiated, and
he remained with the lodge
for several years before
transferring to LOL 78.

At that time the warrant for
LOL 131 was dormant and
Bell and others renewed
the warrant and developed
the lodge into one of the
most impressive within the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, it
was reported.

The Ballyronan man had
taken out the warrant in
1895 and since that time
had been WM of the lodge,
although expressing the
wish to relinquish the office
on a number of occasions.
The report provides us with
an interesting social histo-
ry, noting his dedicated in
travelling the three miles

to the lodge meetings,
something which would not
be as convenient as in the
modern era.

The Twelfth of 1896 saw
County Cavan Orangemen

tory being made available

Wilkinson.

The Cavan Weekly News
and General Advertiser
highlighted the event and
also celebrations of local
lodges in July.

Lodges from Ballyjames-
duff District (4), Cootehill
(6), Belturbet (10), Bally-

joined by Brethren from
LOL 1738 for the occasion.

Two women’s Orange

also in the procession.
The fulsome report is

assemble at Ballyhaise, the
grounds of Castleterra Rec-

to them by the Rector, W. F.

connell (3), Cavan (14), were

Leitrim and City of Dublin

Lodges, Belturbet No.1 and
WLOL No. 8, Bawnboy, were

augmented in the Cavan
Weekly News of July 18,

1896, by articles from other

local lodges, among them
Cornagall LOL 1625.

This provides a localised
report on the Orange
event and notes that the
members of the lodge met
at 9am on the morning

of the 13th, processing at
11.30am for the meeting at
Castleterra Rectory. The

lodge was led by J. Locking-

ton as Worshipful Master,
and they were also accom-
panied by Rev. R J Hope,
(Drung Vicarage), Mr R J
Hope and a Mr Edmonds.
“On their return a halt was
made at the Vicarage where
hearty cheers were given
for Mr and Mrs Hope. Mr
Hope in returning thanks
bestowed a well-deserved
compliment on brother
Edward O’Neil for the
excellent training of the

Twelfth festivities in Cavan in 1896

band,” it was reported.

The day was rounded off by
a soiree in the evening in
the Cornagall lodge room,
where guests were R. J.
Hope and Mr. Edmonds.
Dancing was suspended at
10.30pm for a programme
of songs, recitations and
solos on flute and violin.
Among those participating
being Bro. John Turner,
whose songs included “The
Purple Marksman”, Mr.
Edmonds, who provided
recitations and Bro. O’Neil,
who provided a solo on the
violin. Bros. Henry Lock-
ington, F. Foster and W.
Beatty also sang during the
evening, after which “danc-
ing was then resumed and
continued till an advanced
hour in the morning”.

The daughters of Irvines-
town might be expected

active within the Orange
Institution in New South
Wales.

A report in the Weekly
Telegraph newspaper
noted that the lodge (full

town LOL 342) met in the

to be found in Fermanagh
but in 1905 they were very

title Daughters of Irvines-

Oddfellows Hall, Ashfield,

Sydney.

We glean a little detail
about some of the mem-
bers from the selection of
a committee to co-ordi-
nate an annual concert in
September.

Sisters Foord, Coles,
Nicolson, Lewis, Durham

and Travener were to work

with LOL 38 on the plans
for the event, it was re-

ported in September 1905.

Local placenames were to
be found elsewhere among
Orange lodges overseas.
Also in 1905 there was a
report on County Antrim
True Blues LOL 156 in
Glasgow, which met in the
Chalmers Street Halls.
Robert Weir was WM of
the lodge and his depu-

ty was John Gilmour, a
report in January 1905,
noted.

Daughters of Irvinestown in New South Wales

Aside from their monthly
business, the lodge was
also planning a social
event, at which music
would be provided by the
Blackwoods Royal Scot-
tish Standard Quadrille
Band.

The presence of such
names overseas is a sure
sign of an Ulster connec-
tion in the formation of
such lodges.
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MOTOR
MOUTH

with Graham Baalham-Curry

Outlander’s
electric version

is a UK best-seller

Mitsubishi updates popular plug-in hybrid

The Mitsubishi Outlander
has been on sale for sixteen
years now and, for the last
six of those, an electrified
version has attracted enor-
mous sales.

With its attractively low
company car tax, the Mit-
subishi Outlander plug-in
hybrid vehicle (PHEV) took
50% of the UK’s electric car
and hybrid sector sales at
one point, whilst today re-
maining as the best-selling
plug-in vehicle in the UK.
With no real direct rival, the
Outlander was the perfect
family and company car.
Even for private ownership,
it’s priced within reach at
£35,815 which is around
£5k more than a non-hybrid
version. Though at a glance,
monthly private leasing
options are less than attrac-
tive.

Outlander now faces some
stiff competition from the
PSA group with the likes of
the Vauxhall Grandland X
Hybrid4, DS7 E-Tense, and
the Peugeot 3008 Hybrid4,
as well as Honda’s Hybrid
CRV.

After six-years of success
and, with a five-year, 62,500
mile warranty, can this Mit-
subishi remain at the top of
its class?

Available only in four-
wheel-drive with an electric
motor on each axle, and

an automatic gearbox, the
Outlander is equipped with
a 2.4-litre petrol engine and
a large battery pack.

As such, there are three
ways to deliver power. Fully
petrol, fully electric (up to
28 miles and up to 83mph),
or a combination of both.
Seeing 0-62mph in 10.5
seconds, the Outlander isn’t
what you would call slow.

With three automatically
activated drive modes, Out-
lander does the thinking
for you. EV priority mode
sources energy from the
battery and powers the
front and rear motors.
Series hybrid mode uses
the petrol engine to run
the generator that charges
the battery while driving,
and kicks in for sudden
acceleration, driving uphill,
or when the state of battery
charge is too low.

A Parallel hybrid mode
activates at high speed and
sees the petrol engine (with
front electric motor assist)
powering the front wheels,
whilst the electric motor

at the rear powers the rear

wheels.

With a seamless transition
between modes, you can be
assured that the Outlander
will always be in the mode
most economical for your
driving style.

During my week with the
model tested and pictured,
I never once plugged this
Outlander into a 3-pin wall
socket, nor a fast-charging
point, as a matter of fact.
Something that is the case
for the vast majority of
these vehicles. Many being
driven as a petrol, with the
business car benefits of a
hybrid.

However, a home charge
can be done in around five
hours, with a fast charge

achievable in less than 30
minutes.

With game-changing engi-
neering buried underneath
and a stylish, yet practical
appearance, the Outlander
is typically Japanese inside
with a driving experience
that does nothing more
than what it says on the tin.
The cabin, despite being
much less utilitarian than
has been the norm from
most Japanese makers for
decades, still lacks some

of the refinement seen

in rivals. And, even with
re-calibrated suspension
and larger front brakes,
isn’t quite as agile or engag-
ing to drive, as others.
Don’t get me wrong, the

Mitsubishi is more than
adequate in both regards,
perhaps just showing a
little age in areas that have
not been updated vastly
since the plug-in variants
inception.

The cabin offers generous
amounts of room for both
front and rear passengers,
with front seating that

is more supportive than
expected, and suitably com-
fortable, too.

Ride quality is comfortable
thanks to the slightly soft
suspension and although
body-roll is noticeable
when cornering at speed, it
wouldn’t put me off own-
ership.

For buyers who need a com-

mercial vehicle but perhaps
don’t like a pick-up or van,
there are two plug-in Out-
lander models available for
around £25,000.

The passenger friendly
range starts from £35,815
with a ‘Verve’ trim which
includes fabric seat trim,
electronic parking brake,
brake auto hold, DAB digi-
tal radio, keyless operation
system, hill start assist,
and LED daytime running
lights.

A ‘Design’ starts from
£36,825 and adds 18-inch
alloy wheels, rear view
camera, and smartphone
link display audio. From
£38,945 a ‘Dynamic’ trim
adds blind spot warning,
black cabin headlining, full
black leather with front
heated seats, eight-way elec-
tric adjustable driver’s seat,
and rear cross traffic alert.
An additional safety pack
creates the ‘Dynamic
Safety’ which is priced from
£41,465 and adds forward
collision mitigation system,
lane departure warning,
ultrasonic misacceleration
mitigation system, front
and rear parking sensors,
and adaptive cruise control.
Priced from £41,705 is

an ‘Exceed’ trim which
adds LED headlamps with
auto levelling, 360-degree
parking camera, naviga-
tion system with colour
screen, rear USB ports, and
premium diamond quilted
leather seats with heated
steering wheel.

An ‘Exceed Safety’ is avail-
able from £44,225 adding
extra safety equipment.
Mitsubishi servicing should
be done every 12500 miles
or annually (whichever
comes first).
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Artlone s reopes
Beety burrito bowls

Hooray ! The kids are back
to school! Stuck for meal
ideas, and fed up with

the same old thing? Try
feeding the family with
this very trendy and tasty,
minced beef recipe. It is
very nutritious and is one
of my favourite mid week
meals. Everyone will love
topping their bowl with
the refreshing avocado,
cheese, cherry toms, yo-
gurt and coriander.

Beefy burrito bowl
(serves 4)

1 teaspoon vegetable oil
1 red onion, thinly sliced
1 red pepper, sliced

1 yellow pepper, sliced

September can be one

of the most beautiful
months of the year. The
days can still be warm and
sunny even though we are
moving into autumn and
many plants will continue
to give a lovely show.
Dahlia plants will flower
from mid-summer until
the frosts in autumn. They
have big, showy flowers

2 heaped teaspoons
ground cumin

1 heaped teaspoon
smoked paprika

1 teaspoon mild chilli
powder

1large clove of garlic,
crushed

500g Northern Ireland
Farm Quality Assured
steak mince

1 tablespoon tomato
puree

1 small tin chopped to-
matoes

1 can of red kidney beans,
drained and rinsed

To serve

250¢g basmati rice, cooked
according to pack instruc-
tions

Toppings

2 avocados, peeled, stone
removed and sliced

The juice of 1 lime

250g cherry tomatoes,
halved

150g Cheddar cheese,
grated

A small bunch of chopped
coriander

A handful of rocket leaves
3 tablespoons natural
yogurt

1. Heat the olive oil in a
large non-stick frying pan
over medium heat and
cook the onion for a few
minutes, stirring occa-
sionally before adding the
sliced peppers, continue

4
Gardener’s

Corner v

by Beth Lunney

which come in a vast array
of colours and shapes.
Ours are beautiful this
year and are ideal for a
late-summer border or to
use as a cut flower. They
are native to Mexico and
Central America and were
declared the national
flower of Mexico in 1963
- Dahlias are related to
Sunflowers, Daisies and

Chrysanthemums.
Dahlias grow from dried
roots known as tubers;
these are available to buy
from late-January on-
wards or already growing
in pots during summer.
Plant the tubers in pots
filled with multi-purpose
compost in early spring
just below the surface of
the compost, water well
and grow them in a light,
frost-free place. Once

the fear of frosts have
gone they will be ready to
plant out in their flower-
ing position of continue
growing them in the pot.
In most places in North-
ern Ireland Dahlia tubers
will not overwinter out-
side — we are too cold and
damp - so the tubers will
need to be lifted. Allow
the plants to get the first
touch of frost - the foliage
will appear blackened. Cut
back the stems to around
4-5 inches then gently

lift the tuber and remove
any loose soil. Leave the
tubers upside down in a
tray lined with newspaper
in a dry, frost-free place
for a couple of weeks to
dry out. Once the tubers
have dried they can be
left in a tray and covered
with dry compost then
placed in a dark garage or
shed - they do not need

to cook for 5 minutes.

2. Stir in cumin, paprika,
chilli powder and crushed
garlic, cook for a further
minute before adding the
steak mince to the frying
pan. Break the mince up
with a wooden spoon as
it browns, stir in tomato
puree and tinned toma-
toes, cook for 10 minutes,

then add kidney beans and
cook for 2 minutes until
heated through.

3. Spoon the cooked rice
into deep serving bowls
and top with the beef
mixture.

4. Top the burrito bowls
with avocado slices, cherry
tomatoes, cheese, rocket
leaves, coriander and a

SEPTEMBER 2020

dollop of yogurt. Squeeze
the lime juice over the
avocado and serve.

COOKS TIP: Try serving
the burrito mix, topped
with gtated cheese, in a
tortilla wrap and serve the
toppings on the side.
Delicious served with
sweet potato wedges.

light at this stage. Check
the tubers now and again
for rot and remove any
rotten tubers. Come early
spring the whole planting
process can start again
for a colourful show next
summer.

In South America the
Aztecs grew the tubers for
food. After the Spanish
Conquests attempts

were made to grow the
tubers in Europe as a
food crop but this never
took off. Dahlias have no
fragrance but the bright
colours attract bees and

pollinators. They are
attracted to Dahlias that
are more open as they
need to access the centre
of the flower and this is
impossible for them with
pom-pom varieties which
are very dense in petals.
The yellow centre of the
Dahlia is where the pollen
is and where the bees can
collect the nectar.
Dahlias have been grown
now in Europe for over
two hundred years with
the first plants that came
from Mexico being grown
in the Botanical Gar-

dens in Madrid, Spain.
Today Dahlias come in
all colours and colour
combinations except
blue and there are many
gardeners working hard
to try to produce a true
blue Dahlia as well as
one with a scent. In the
United Kingdom there is
a National Dahlia Society
which was founded in
1881. This Society holds
many exhibitions and
conferences with their
main exhibition being
held at the RHS Gardens
Wisley.
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News from the
Grand Orange

Lodge of Scotland

“Thy word is alamp unto my feet and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119 v 105)
)

A difficult summer, but we look to a bright future

Brothers and Sisters,

I am sure like me you are disappointed that
we are still unable to resume lodge meet-
ings and other activities due to the Scottish
Government guidelines during this current
Covid pandemic. We must of course con-
tinue to follow Scottish Government advice
as we hopefully proceed to an ending of the
crisis in its current form.

It has been a difficult summer for all of

us particularly for those who have lost
loved ones or friends and my thoughts

and prayers are with all of those affected.
Others have seen their employment under
threat with the financial reality that pre-
sents. The financial cost to our country is
immense. If Scots had voted to leave the UK
in September 2014 our economy would be
in tatters with a lack of financial resources

and we would be facing a financial storm
like nothing ever before experienced. The
financial support from the British Govern-
ment has been very much appreciated by
all of Scotland’s citizens. In July I would
normally have been speaking at one of the
Twelfth Boyne celebrations in Northern
Ireland and visiting friends, however as they
were all cancelled it was the first time in 40
years that I remained at home in Ayrshire.
The one benefit of this was that I attend-

ed our local war memorial on the Twelfth
with my lodge to lay a wreath and attend a
religious service in my home village.

My lodge celebrates its 50th anniversary
this year and we had organised a trip to the
Somme in September which was cancelled
due to the pandemic. Fortunately in August
we managed to visit Northern Ireland

where we visited Carrickfergus, The Boyne,
Dan Winter’s cottage and Sloan Heritage
Centre. We enjoyed a pleasant and educa-
tional weekend with friends. The Grand
Lodge executive are keen to see meetings
and other Orange events return to some
kind of normality as soon as the govern-
ment guidelines allow it. We will continue
to provide updates when we have some-
thing to share. I would like to personally
thank the many members of our Institution
the Lodges and Districts who have worked
tirelessly in our communities providing
financial and practical support to those
who require it. Well done all of you. Faith,
Hope and Charity but the greatest of these
is Charity.

Jim McHarg,

Grand Master

Good news to bring on the Home Fund front

Mid-way through March
and the Scottish Orange
Home Fund Executive were
in the throes of preparing
the three Holiday/Respite
facilities for opening up for
the 2020 Season.

Like everything else in the
country, the plans came

to an abrupt halt when

the Pandemic known as
Covid-19 hit the UK shores
and a five-month Lockdown
began. Scotland has been

a little slower than other
UK countries to loosen
lockdown but holiday parks
have reopened subject to
certain restrictions at the
end of July. With two thirds
of the holiday season over
and after much discussion,
lots of planning and hard
work and with several oper-
ational changes the Home
Fund Executive were able to
demonstrate that every pos-
sible necessary precaution
had been taken to allow us

tions placed on our way of
life, look as if they will be
around for some consid-
erable time to come and
have caused us to cease the
practice of offering senior
members of the Institu-
tion in Scotland a shared
holiday with fellow senior
members, for the time be-
ing. However we will be able
utilise the senior members
facility, along with the oth-
er two facilities for Respite
and Holiday Breaks for
those members including
senior members to enjoy a
much needed break with
their family or carers.
Brother Dale Hall who lives
in Berwick Upon Tweed and
is a member in Edinburgh
District is one of the first to
enjoy a holiday break at the
beautiful Riverview Villa in
Wemyss Bay.

Dale was furloughed early
in lockdown but returned
to work after a few weeks

to open and has been
up the working ever
three since. Like
facilities thousands
on the of others
weekend life has not
of 14/15th been easy for
August this family
to safely throughout
allow at the Pandem-

least some of our members
to enjoy a holiday or respite
break.

The continuing restric-

ic. Brother Hall’s wife Fiona
is a Staff Nurse in Edin-
burgh Royal Infirmary and
has left their two children

several days each week to
travel between Berwick
and Edinburgh to nurse
patients on the “covid
wards” at the hospital. In
recent weeks this journey
has been made even more
difficult when she has had
to “run the gauntlet” from
the hateful campaign of
some Scottish Nationalists
gathering on the Scottish
Border at Berwick with the
vile messages of “English
Go Home”. We were de-
lighted that this family are

able to enjoy some quality
family time together after
an exhausting few months
where they

will seem

to have

been like

“passing

ships in

the night”.

The past

five months

have

seemed surreal for most
of us but have been par-
ticularly difficult for those

members who have had to
“shield” in their homes
until very recently. We hope
that some of
these mem-
bers will be
amongst those
able to enjoy
a quiet time
in beautiful,
peaceful
surroundings
with their
family / friends “bubble”
members or carers. This
year we were set to offer

around 90 senior member
a shared holiday break with
fellow senior members and
around 70+ other members
a respite break. Instead a
maximum of only 30 mem-
bers will be able to enjoy a
break however, we believe
that it is important that we
have made every attempt
to ensure that at least
some members will feel the
benefit and the semblance
of “normality” these much
needed breaks will bring for
them.

Scottish Orange Home Fund - A brief history

The Scottish Orange Home Fund
started life as the Ladies Orange
Home Fund in 1973 when some of
the Sisters of Scotland returned
from a holiday in Canada. They
were so impressed by the work done
by the Canadian members in provid-
ing residential homes for their sen-
ior members and they began raising
funds to establish some similar type
of provision for senior members

in Scotland. In 1978 The Ladies
joined forces with Male Section and
the Scottish Orange Home Fund
was established and registered as a
Charity. A Swiss- Stylet Chalet was
purchased in the Seton Sands Holi-
day Village in the East Coast Fishing
Village at Port Seton where 4 Senior
Members each week throughout the
30+week season enjoyed a holi-

day break together. This facility
operated successfully for 28 years
and provided holidays for around
120 senior members each year. It
was replaced in 2006 by a new very
modern facility and in 2008 the
charity expanded its provision and
purchased a second facility at Seton
Sands that would provide Respite
and Holiday Breaks for those mem-
bers in need of a break. In 2015 we
added a third facility this time on
the West Coast in Wemyss Bay near
Largs in Ayrshire. This facility also
provides Respite for members in
need as well as family holidays for
those younger members and their
families who would, for a number
of reasons, otherwise be unable to
enjoy a family holiday.

At the Spring session of the Grand

Lodge of Scotland in early March,
Grand Lodge gave approval for the
Scottish Orange Home Fund to
Launch a special fundraising appeal
to replace one of the three existing
facilities with a new facility that
would be more suitably adapted for
those members with disabilities

and mobility problems. We were
prepared that to realise this plan
would take some considerable time
and hard work to raise the necessary
funds but we were not prepared for
the lockdown situation which will
see our charity like so many others
experience a dramatic loss in
fundraising income for the finan-
cial year 2020/21.  However we
look forward to the day when we will
once again be able to return to some
of our regular fundraising ventures.
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Band activity still very visible

The continuing Covid-19
restrictions, and indeed
their tightening, continue
to place limitations on
Ulster’s vibrant banding
community. Nevertheless
our massive marching
movement could still be
seen through the month

of August expressing its
important communal and
cultural nature. The annual
Relief of Derry anniversary
on the 8th was the biggest
manifestation, with the ab-
sence of the big day itself in
the Maiden City replaced by
dozens of localised smaller
processions. Over eighty
bands were on the move
covering all six counties
alongside representatives of

Apprentice Boys Branches,
including Ballykeel Loyal
Sons of Ulster in Ballyme-
na, Craiganee Accordion in
Bushmills, Edenmore Flute
in Limavady, Hillhaven

expression of banding
activity during the month
included the marking of VJ
Day by Somme Memorial
Flute in Bangor (left), where
they paraded alongside the

Flute in Royal British
Loughgall Legion in
and North Ward Park.
Ferman- While full
agh Young scale band
Defend- parades have
ers in of course still
Kesh. The not resumed,
evening several bands
also saw have however

the first appearance of a
brand new band onto the
streets, the Curley Orange
Defenders Flute remem-
bering the Siege in Keady,
County Armagh. Another

worked within the relevant
regulations to mark the
occasions by traversing
their home towns. On
what would have been the
occasion of the Druma-

heagles Young Defenders
Flute annual procession,
the band made their way
around their normal route,
but instead of collecting
money for band funds to
assist with uniforms and
instruments they col-
lected for two important
charities, MacMillan and
Chest, Heart and Stroke.
The tremendous amount
of £1,418.15 was raised, and
made up to £1,500 by the
band members to be split
evenly. Other bands pa-
raded for causes in the ab-
sence of being able to hold
normal fundraising events.
One such band parade with
a difference was hosted by
Mavemacullen Accordion

STEPPING

Supporting our
Marching Bands

by Quincey Dougan

(above) in Markethill.

On the 21st the band made
its way around the well-es-
tablished town procession
route, watched by many
either in their vehicles or
socially distancing, with
the purpose to promote
on-line fundraising towards
their new uniform and
instruments. For more
information visit the bands
Facebook page. Elsewhere

both Omagh and Portad-
own witnessed two of their
popular local bands out

to showpiece their new
uniforms. Portadown De-
fenders and Blair Memorial
Pride of Omagh, both were
resplendent in sharp col-
ourful new outfits, drawing
many positive remarks
both from those within the
towns on the evenings, and
across social media.

Community Award for Milltown

On the 14th of August,
Portglenone’s Milltown
Accordion was delighted
to receive the Mayor’s
Volunteer Recognition
Scheme Award for their
community work through-
out the recent Covid-19
crisis. The honour was
bestowed on the band by
Mid and East Antrim May-
or, Peter Johnston. During
the lockdown members
supported the local
community in a variety of
hands-on ways, assisted

by generous donations
from local businesses
O’Neill’s Nisa Extra and
Fullan’s Food Hall. Bags
of essential products were
collected and distributed
to many senior citizen

Milltown Accordion proudly receiving their award.

residents within the com-
munity, as well as check-
ing on them and main-
taining valuable social
interaction. In addition
the band also contributed
financially to an appeal
for scrubs for medical
staff, alongside making

a donation of a supply

of PPE equipment to the

residents and staff of the
Carnmoyne Residential
Home. Milltown Accor-
dion Band would like to
thank their members and
volunteers who gave of
their time along with the
businesses and individu-
als who supported them
during this community
response.

Sad news for South Londonderry

The passing of a highly
respected South London-
derry bandsman on the
19th of August has been
received with great sorrow
across the entire band
scene. Richard Scott, just
33, was tragically killed
during a work-related
accident. As a hugely
dedicated member of
Magherafelt’s Dunamoney
Flute for over fifteen years,
Richard had travelled
across the length and
breadth of Ulster parad-
ing. He could regularly be
seen proudly taking ‘his’
place in the outside cor-
ner of the band’s ranks,
and his professional and
disciplined approach
when he was wearing the

Richard Scott
respectfully
remembered
and
honoured

by his fellow
band

members.

uniform was apparent to
all. The band’s high opin-
ion of Richard was clearly
visible at his funeral, when
members formed a guard
of honour to demonstrate
both the respect in which
he was held, and how
much he will be missed.
Richard is survived by
parents June and Harold,
sister Cherith and brother
Jordan. The the band has

publicly requested, “that
you keep Richard’s fam-
ily in your prayers in the
coming days and weeks
ahead. Safe in the arms of
Jesus.” Any donations in
Richard’s memory can be
made to the Air Ambu-
lance Northern Ireland
and the Lord Enniskillen
Memorial Orange Society
via Garvin’s Funeral Ser-
vices, Magherafelt.

‘Mind the Pipes and Drums’ project

An exciting new project
called ‘Mind the Pipes and
Drums’ has been launched
by a project funded by the
Armed Forces Covenant
Fund ‘Positive Pathways’
programme. Through the
scheme veterans in North-
ern Ireland can benefit

from free tuition in piping
and drumming. Headed

by a former bandsman
Ricky McGaffin from South
Down, all veterans are
welcome to get involved,
irrespective of experience
or musical ability. The goal
of the project will eventu-

ally see veterans who have
never played an instrument
before come together with
world-class pipers and
drummers in a pipe band
in its own right, eventually
performing in a number of
significant locations across
the Province and further

afield. The fundamental
aim of the project is to pro-
mote good mental health
and provide an environ-
ment where veterans can
meet other veterans, gain
skills and qualifications,
and ultimately benefit from
the comradeship that the

band aims to build within
its ranks. Five different
locations for bands across
Northern Ireland will be
pursued, namely New-
townards, Carrickfergus,
Ballymena, Tandragee,
and Omagh. Veterans
interested in finding out

is launched

more about the project are
encouraged to call Ricky
on 07964 421665 or email
mindthepipesanddrums@
gmail.com. For those not
just as musical, their in-
volvement is also welcomed
via assistance with organi-
sation and equipment.

If you would like to publicise your band or event, or indeed submit images for publication, please contact Stepping Out on 07835 624 221 or

via email at qdougan01@qub.ac.uk. Submissions for ALL of our marching band genres are welcome including flute, accordion, silver and pipe
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8th (Belfast) Regiment remembered on
VJ Day with new memorial in West Belfast

A new memorial tablet was
unveiled on the wall of West
Belfast Orange Hall on Sat-
urday 15th August, the 75th
anniversary of VJ Day, to
commemorate the service
of a local regiment which
served with distinction in
Burma during the Second
World War.

The 8th (Belfast) Heavy An-
ti-Aircraft Regiment, Royal
Artillery, was recruited in
Belfast and surrounding
districts in 1939, prior to
the outbreak of the Second
World War.

After serving in France

and England during the
early years of the War, the
regiment made the long
journey via South Africa
and India to service in Bur-
ma from 1942-45 becoming
part of Britain’s ‘Forgotten
Army’ in the war against
Japan.

The Regiment took part

in the Arakan campaigns,
firing effectively against
the Japanese Air Force and
equally effectively against
Japanese ground targets.
The long range and accura-
cy of their firing earned the
regiment the nickname of
‘The Twelve Mile Snipers’.
Their commanding officer
was Lt Col James Glencairn
Cunningham whose family
owned Fernhill House. The
commemorative event on
Saturday, with numbers
limited due to current
restrictions, was attended
by members of the mod-

ern-day Cunningham fam-
ily, with speeches held in
the Spectrum Centre prior
to crossing Shankill Road
to the Orange Hall.

The memorial tablet was
unveiled jointly by Mr Sam-
uel Cunningham, one of Lt
Col Cunningham’s sons,
and the High Sheriff of Bel-
fast, ClIr Nicola Verner, and
was dedicated by Rev Dr Bil-
ly Malcolmson, Chairman
of the West Belfast Orange
Hall Board of Trustees.
Among those addressing

the event were local histo-
rian Bobby Foster (RBP 391)
and former MP Mr Danny
Kinahan whose father, Rob-
in Kinahan, served as Adju-
tant to Lt Col Cunningham
in Burma and went on to
serve as High Sheriff and
Lord Mayor of Belfast.
Musical accompaniment
was provided by The
Regimental Band, Ulster
Volunteer Force (1912) in
period costume. The event
was organised by the Sons
of Ulster, Royal Black Pre-

ceptory No 375, primarily
by Registrar Samuel Coulter
PDM. It was supported by
funding from the Ulster
Scots Agency, represented
by CEO Ian Crozier. The
engraved tablet was kind-
ly donated by Sandy and
Agnes Close of Woodvale
Funeral Services. MC for
the evening was Sir Knight
Gary Wilson PM.

Among the special guests
were Richard Reade whose
father Robin Reade served
in the 8th Regiment and

won the Military Cross for
exemplary gallantry at the
famous Battle of the Admin
Box, Col Derek Smyth of the
Burma Star Association,
Mrs Carol Walker MBE, Di-
rector of the Somme Asso-
ciation and Dame Patricia
Windsor-Hawkins OBE of St
George’s Memorial Church,
Ypres.

Samuel Coulter comment-
ed, “I wish to thank all
those who supported this
dignified commemoration,
held on this 75th anniver-

sary of victory over Japan
and the end of the war.

“We hope that this tablet
will help to ensure that

the bravery and sacrifice of
these local men who served
in ‘the forgotten army’ is,
indeed, not forgotten but is
remembered with pride and
with lasting appreciation.”
A small number of com-
memorative booklets
produced for the event are
available, on a first come
basis, from Sam Coulter at
the Spectrum Centre.
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We will remember them ...

Timothy and John Cairns pictured with Mr Robert McGonigle BEM (President HFB);
Billy and Nigel Cairns, and Steven Williamson, Drum Major of Hamilton Flute Band.

Kenneth Alford, Chairman of Hamilton Flute Band, pictured with Steven Williamson
Drum Major Hamilton Flute Band, and Timothy Cairns, soloist.

Annual Service of Remembrance in Londonderry

The Hamilton Flute Band,
Londonderry, would
normally hold a parade to
the War Memorial in the
City where a wreath laying
ceremony takes place, but
because of the current
restrictions the band were
unable to have the parade
which would have included
the members of the Royal
British Legion, the Loyal
Orders and members of the
armed forces.

This year a very dignified
Service of Remembrance
was held, officiated by the
Rev. Nigel Cairns, Minister
of St. Augustine’s Parish
Church in the City and
former Conductor of the

Hamilton Flute Band.

Rev. Cairns gave a very warm
welcome to all who were in
attendance, (Social distance
being observed)

After the reading of the
Scriptures and Prayer the
President of the Band, Mr.
Robert McGonigle BEM
accompanied by the Chair-
man of the Band Mr Ken-
neth Alford and the Drum
Major, Mr Stephen William-
son laid a poppy wreath

on the War Memorial on
behalf of the Band, other
wreaths were laid on behalf
of the City Council, the City
Branch of the R.B.L,, the
Waterside Branch of the
R.B.L. plus wreaths from

the Woman’s Section of the
RBL, the Armed Forces and
the Loyal Orders.

The last post and reveille
were played, after which Pip-
er Alan Campbell played a
lament on the bagpipes. Mr
Timothy Cairns, a member
of the Band, then played a
piccolo solo “The Sleeping
Warrior”.

The service concluded with
the sing of the National
Anthem.

After the service the Of-
ficers of the Hamilton Flute
Band laid a wreath on the
Battle of the Somme Mon-
ument in the grounds of St.
Columb’s Church of Ireland
Cathedral.

Wor. Bro. John Cairns, P.M. LOL 621 and Past President of Hamilton Flute Band,
pictured with Wor. Bro. Billy Cairns, P.M. LOL 1912, Past Chairman of Hamilton Flute
Band.

Timothy Cairns and John Cairns (son and father) pictured with Billy Cairns and Revw.

Nigel Cairns (father and son).

Timothy Cairns, solist, a member of Hamilton Flute Band, and Alan Campbell, piper, of
Kildoag Pipe Band.
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Officers of Fintona District No. 8 Loyal Orange Lodge assisting Worshipful District
Master Bro Raymond Deazley in the wreath laying ceremony in remembrance of those
who died at the Battle of the Somme. The service took place at Fintona Royal British

Legion 1st July 2020. Pictured are Bros. Raymond Black, Fintona District Lecturer; Joe

Keys, District Secretary; Winston Gilmore, Assistant District Secretary; Keith Boland, Officers of Lisburn District LOL No. 6 who attended a Wreath Laying ceremony
Deputy District Master; Raymond Deazley, Worshipful District Master; Mervyn Keys, at Lisburn War Memorial on Wednesday, 1st of July 2020. Included are the Worshipful
Standard Bearer and Ashley Black, District Treasurer. District Master Bro. Stephen Law and the Deputy District Master Bro. Paul Graham.

Sixmilewater District LOL No.10 County Antrim attended the Ballyclare War Memorial

Park for an Act of Remembrance Service. In attendance were the District Officers and

WM's of each Lodge within the District and also the WDM of Sixmilewater District Salters Grange LOL 36 pictured after their 12th of July Act of Remembrance. Included

RAPC No.10. in the picture is the WM Bro. Andrew Wakenshaw.

Brethren from
Cookstown True Blues
LOL 459 recently met at
the grave of Bro. John
Burns who died 100
years ago as a result of
wounds received while
fighting during WWI.
Brethren held a short
Act of Remembrance,
a very poignant and
fitting reminder of

the sacrifices made by
our forefathers and in
particular a fellow True
Blue. Lest we forget.
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® John Whyte Bearings

® BALL e ROLLER
® TAPER BEARINGS
® OIL SEALS

® KITS & BELTS

® WHEEL BEARINGS

78 Ballyrashane Rd, Coleraine BT52 2LJ

Tel/Fax: (028) 7035 8003 Mobile: 07850 826 689

Email: saIes@johnwhytebearings.com
N

~ 32 GARVAGHY ROAD,
BANBRIDGE,
C0. DOWN
BT32 3SZ
Tel: 028 9753 3433

www.adairbuildingservices.co.uk
info@adairbuildingservices.co.uk

Established: 1986 \a?
prestige
trophries
First for Value, Range & Service
We have large ranges of competitively priced
lass Awards - Silver Trays - Gavels -Tankard
All suitable for PM gifts & long service awards

In-house engraving - full range of sports awards
e visit our showroom @ 50 Holywood Road Belfast, BT4 INT

3483 www.prestigetrophies.co.uk

Engraved G

Pleas
Tel: 028 9065

John Whyte Lawnmowers O

e SALES e SERVICE e REPAIRS

i 2L
78 Ballyrashane Rd, Cole_rame BT52
Tel/Fax: (gzs) 7032 1769 Mobile: 07850 826 689
Email: john@jw-lawnmowers.com

ROBERT J. BREADY

Funeral Director
22 Newry Road, Rathfriland,
Co. Down BT34 5AL
Telephone: 028 4063 1021
Mobile: 07702 131668

* 24 Hour Personal Service

s - Much More

&

BEBoOBERT OLIVER
TN/ AERIALS| & SATELLITE SYSTEMS

ComMMERCIAL & DoMESTIC

14 CLoNAVON AVENUE, PorTADOWN, BT62 3AE

»
WWW.ROBERTOLIVERNI.COM RUHERTDLNER.TVAEHIALS@BTUPENWORLD.CDM =

TeL: 028 3833 8700 MogiLe 077 6372 1610 / 07860 585 625

email: info@blaneycaravanpark.com

wy tel 028 6864 1634

Call Harold ‘

86 Dundrum Road,
Newcastle, Co. Down.
BT33 OLN
Tel & Fax: 028 4372 3034

Regal
Fabrication

Company
Manufacturers of Catering Equipment and
Stainless Steel Fabrication - Canopies and

Ventilation Systems.

Upper Lough Erne
Holiday Cottages

Lakeside self-catering holiday homes
in County Fermanagh

On a working farm. Jetty, slipway
and boat hire available

wWww.upperernecottages.com
| Tel: 028 6773 8225

NC Engineering 0

Manufacturers of Agricultural and Construction Equipment

2 Killyrudden Road
Hamiltonsbawn

Co. Armagh

BT61 9SF

Tel: 028 3887 1970
info@nc-engineering.com

Wwww.nc-engineering.com

) B AN\

BLANEY

CARAVAN PARK
* % ok &

Blaney, Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, BT93 7 ER

Valerie and David Bailey

www.blaneycaravanpark.com

Advertising in this column is great value at £115 including VAT for 11 issues.

Contact Linda on 028 9070 1122

Bro. Anderson Jones
recently celebrated
his 91st birthday.
Annahoe District
Master Wor. Bro.
Trevor Lockhart
congratulated him
on achieving 75
years in the Orange
Institution.

Bro. Jones is a
member of LOL No.
848 The Bawn and
said he has enjoyed
the fraternity of the
Institution where he
held a number of
offices, including
Worshipful Master.

Bro. James King,
Larne LOL 844,
pictured being
presented his 50
Year membership
Jewel by Bro. lain
Ross, Deputy District
Master of Larne
District LOL No. 1.




SEPTEMBER 2020 THE ORANGE STANDARD 2 3

P RJCPERTIES

PURCHASE * SALE * JOINT VENTURE
sh, Co. Fermanagh. BT93 1SD

1 Drumwhinney Road, Ke:

Mobile +44(0) 7836 787 123 Office +44(0) 28 6862 1:1373
Home +44(0) 28 6863 2159 Fax: +44(0) 28 6863 20

| email: david@ davidmahon biz
§E

i

RO N b :
CASTLE ARCHDALE Norspace ServiceLoo
CARAVAN PARK & CAMPSITE
Licnaric, mineston, o, Fermanagh. B104 19 Portable Toilet Hire O

Tel: 028 6862 1333 - Fax: 028 6862 1176
General enquiries: info@castlearchdale.com A
Booking enquiries: booking @castlearchdale.com Suitable for any event.

www.castlearchdale.com Tel:(028) 9265 01 1 1

Andrew McKee Pho’rerophy 0

Specialising in storytelling and capturing the
story of your love

BLANEY

PUMP SERVICES

07895 206317 { .
info@andrewmckee.co.uk - .l
www.andrewmckee.co.uk -

tel: 028 6864 1634
mob: 07974 221 331 @ INSTALLATION @ SERVICING & REPAIR

L
Blaney, Enniskillen, . 0
NorthernIreland,  www.sewagetreatmentireand.co.uk ‘
BT937ER
! L

Second Hand and Antiquarian Books

Evangelical - Protestant - Orange - Ulster Interest

Bought and Sold 0

Will travel to Collect/Fair prices paid
John Gowan, Springfield, Enniskillen
028 6634 1239

- “a For all your legal needs contact:
Richard Monteith at

NELSON-SIN GLETON

D. R. Brewster LL.B.

0 Solicitors
SOLICITORS Richard Monteith, LL.B., (Solicitors)
Court Chambers: 19 Main Street, Limavady 32/34 Portmore St, Portadown, Tel: 3833 0780 21 Gallows S

Co. Londonderry BT49 0EP E-mail:r.monteithl.b@btconnect.com WS Street, Dromore, Co. Down

Tel: 9269 3475 - Fax: 926

‘ : 92 9 9560
i E-mail: info@nelson

-singleton.co.uk

Tel: 028 7776 8700 Fax: 028 7776 8811

Email: drbrewster@drbrewster.co.uk | HENRY LATIMER TRAILERS

_" “We have The Range to get things moving” o

Henry Latimer 0 N, f AMe Clelland ¢ %&m/mny
s . 4

a'mer S AU"O ser vice 07850 622 163 § Certified Public Accountants ’
Mon - Fri 8.45 a.m

to 5.15 p.m Stockists of Bale Handling Equipment
John Palmer and Son

Cattle Crushes
11 Moira Road, Hillsborough. BT26 6DX

Self Assessment - Tax Returns
Business Plans - Accounts

Moorefield, Dromore Road, Lurgan. BT66 7HL
7a Gilford Street, Tandragee BT62 2DA
Tel/Fax: 028 3884 9192
email : info@wjmcclelland.com

Tel: 07843 394 792 : Home: 9268 2462
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Twelfth at Home well-being project

As we enter a recovery
period in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, County
Fermanagh Widows and
Welfare Committee decided
to provide some support to
the widows and vulnerable
members in the County.
Isolation has been height-
ened due to Coronavirus,
something that is concern-
ing in terms of ten weeks or
more of limited or non-ex-
istent social contact and
the impact this has had on
their emotional, mental
and physical well-being.

It was felt important to
look out for those who are
lonely, afraid and vulner-
able. Many of the widows
and vulnerable members
live alone, some have no
family members close by
and the Orange Institution
is the closest ‘family’ that
they have.

To that end the Widows &
Welfare Committee recently
secured some funding
from the Community

Foundation & Fermanagh
& Omagh District Council,
enabling them to distribute
well-being packs. The packs
contained gift vouchers
and reading material in the
form of a Good News maga-
zine, booklets, other leaflets
and a Support Agencies
directory. In total circa 625
packs were distributed by
Committee members in
time for “The Twelfth at
Home Celebrations 2020”.

Pictured with the project
organisers and some of
the committee members
receiving their gifts, are
Mrs Joan Browne and Mrs
Margaret McCutcheon
(Clabby LOL 2024 Tempo
District LOL No.16).

SEPTEMBER 2020

Whitewell Temperance
presents cheque

On the 10th of July 2020 the Brethren of
Whitewell Temperance LOL 533 met at

the Cafe at the Museum for a coffee and

to carry out Lodge business which would
normally take place on Twelfth of July
morning.

The Lodge took the opportunity to present
a cheque for £350 to Wor. Bro. W. Parkin-

son, vice-chairperson of the Belfast Widows
Fund. Brethren then moved to the
Memorial Garden where they laid a wreath
in remembrance of their 32 work
colleagues murdered by terrorists and also
thinking of their other colleagues who

are living with the life-changing effects of
terrorist attacks.




SEPTEMBER 2020 THE ORANGE STANDARD 2 5

ORANGE NEWS

Cheque
presentation
at Larne

Wor. Bro. Roy Beggs, WDM,
presented a cheque to
representatives of Larne
Foodbank on behalf of the
Officers and members of
Larne District LOL No. 1.
Also present for the
presentation were Bro. lain
Ross, DDM; and Bro. David
Craig, District Secretary.

Fivemiletown District support for local primary schools

Ahead of the
re-opening of schools
across Northern
Ireland, Fivemiletown
District was on hand
on to help a number
of primary schools in
their local area.

The Brethren of
Fivemiletown District
were delighted to
have been able to
provide a gift of hand
sanitiser, face masks
and other items of
PPE to each of the
four local primary
schools: Augher
Central; St Patrick’s
Aughadarragh; Carn-
tall and St Macar-
tan’s Clogher.
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